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From the award-winning audio drama team that brought you Radio Theatreâ€™s Amazing Grace

and The Chronicles of Narnia. In his enduringly popular masterpiece The Screwtape Letters, C. S.

Lewis re-imagines Hell as a gruesome bureaucracy. With spiritual insight and wry wit, Lewis

suggests that demons, laboring in a vast enterprise, have horribly recognizable human attributes:

competition, greed, and totalitarian punishment. Avoiding their own painful torture as well as a

desire to dominate are what drive demons to torment their â€œpatients.â€• The style and unique

dark humor of The Screwtape Letters are retained in this full-cast dramatization, as is the original

setting of London during World War II. The story is carried by the senior demon Screwtape played

magnificently by award-winning actor Andy Serkis (â€œGollumâ€• in Lord of the Rings) as he shares

correspondence to his apprentice demon Wormwood. All 31 letters lead into dramatic scenes, set in

either Hell or the real world with humansâ€•aka â€œthe patient,â€• as the demons sayâ€•along with

his circle of friends and family. This Radio Theatre release also stars Geoffrey Palmer (Tomorrow

Never Dies), Laura Michelle Kelly (Sweeney Todd), Eileen Page (The Secret Garden), and other

world-class actors. Includes 10 new songs inspired by the classic book, four behind-the-scenes

video documentary featurettes, and a 5.1 surround sound mix. Four CDs, approx. 4 hours total.
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I have to be honest. When I come across something that takes me by surprise, I don't think I can do

it justice. That is the case with Focus on the Family's Radio Theater version of The Screwtape



Letters by C.S. Lewis. The Screwtape Letters were a series of letters that C.S. Lewis wrote about

Screwtape to his nephew Wormwood--both workers for the Devil about how to effectively lead

people to Hell and away from God. They were originally published separately in a magazine and

then compiled as a book.I think the release of this audiodrama is very timely in our culture today. It

brings to life C.S. Lewis' book from 60+ years ago. What amazes me so much about it is how true it

remains today--even about our culture! I thought beforehand that there would be some very

insightful comments made in it, but I had no idea how many!I have not read the actual book, but it is

on our bookshelf so I picked it up after listening to the audiodrama. It is amazingly true to the book.

It is not a drastic abridgement as I had expected. The language they use is true to the book and the

way Wormwood and Screwtape talk is also true to the book.There is one particular point that struck

me today that I didn't want to forget to mention. It was when Screwtape tells Wormwood that the

best road to (Hell) is a very gradual one--not one marked by huge sins. Huge sins make people

aware of their need for God. The gradual road (in my words) is like the frog in a pot that comes to a

boil gradually--so he doesn't know he's dying.What most struck me as I listened was that what

Screwtape was really talking about is Cynicism. Cynicism is the Devil's best way to turn us away

from the Lord. C.S. Lewis used other words, but essentially, that is what he was talking about.

I am a HUGE fan of dramatic audio books. Audio books who have a narrator that does different

voices are great (Jim Dale reading Harry Potter is an experience everyone needs to experience) but

ones that have multiple actors and sound effects is like listening to a movie in your head. And the

grand master of dramatic audio is Focus on the Family Radio Drama. They have put so many high

quality titles ranging from beloved literary classics to original stories to historical events. I cannot get

enough of them. Their production of the Chronicles of Narnia series is one of my absolute favorites.

Therefore I was excited to hear that that they would be bringing another CS Lewis classic to audio

life.I'll be honest, I have never actually read the Screwtape Letters before. I've been meaning to but

I've never gotten around to it. I had a bare bones idea of what the plot consisted of but I pretty much

dove in mostly unaware. Well first off, I was extremely geeked that Screwtape was going to be

played by none other than Gollum...er...Andy Serkis . His performance is totally awesome. He really

gets into the role and you can just picture everything immediately. The voice cast is extremely

talented and the sound effects really bring everything to life. I mean I could really see Screwtape

and Wormwood talking or visualize the bombs over London.Just the story itself is incredible.

Seriously I think that everyone needs to read/listen to this book. It totally makes you think about

everything you do and think about. Even if you're not a Christian, it's a good read. CS Lewis is



simply brilliant the way he came up with this work. The reverse viewpoint of looking at things is just

genius. What I thought was interesting is that Wormwood could do nothing to please his uncle.
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